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Client Claire Antaya has had a long- 
standing relationship with SHARE. 
Claire said meeting SHARE’s late 
founder Les Cory was a “blessing” 
in her life.
 “Whenever I had a problem, he 
would pick up the phone and talk to 
me,” Claire recalled. “It was so nice.”
 When Claire was living inde-
pendently, SHARE provided her with a 
computer and printer that she enjoyed 
using. Because of space constraints at 
the nursing home where she currently Continued on page 2

SHARE Foundation Seeks Walkers and Sponsors for   
39th Annual Fun Walk Set for September 14

Smiling walkers from Fun Walk 
2023 gathered in support of 
SHARE despite the rainy weather.
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Longtime Client Claire Antaya Sings SHARE’s Praises

resides, she now uses a laptop. SHARE 
Client Services Coordinator Beverly 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2024
9 AM REGISTRATION
10 AM WALK KICK-OFF

Grab your walking shoes, invite your 
friends and get ready for SHARE Fun 
Walk 2024! Held again this year at  
Westport Point United Methodist 
Church at 1912 Main Road in West-
port, MA, the annual event offers a day 
of family fun and activities along the 
Point’s beautiful, historic waterfront. 
 Arrive early and enjoy coffee and 
doughnuts while you register—you’re 
sure to see plenty of familiar faces and 
meet some new friends. Walkers and 
wheelers (wheelchairs are always  
welcome!) will be treated to a pizza 
lunch and have the chance to win  
plenty of fabulous prizes.
 All proceeds from the Fun Walk 
will support the work of SHARE. Since 

its incorporation in 1982, the SHARE 
Foundation has assisted approximately 
4,000 people with disabilities, such as ALS 
(Lou Gehrig’s disease), spinal cord injury, 
cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, stroke and 
other conditions.

REGISTER NOW
!Scan the QR code

or visit tinyurl.com/sharewalk
Questions about Fun Walk 2024? 
Contact SHARE at 774-992-0674.
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Thorn is teaching her how to use  
Dragon Systems voice recognition 
software for communication.
 “I need a refresher course,” Claire 
said. “I’d like to learn how to play slots 
or solitaire or pool [online].”
 Claire said the nursing home uses 
a system that is different from what she 
had in the past, making it necessary for 
her to receive additional training from 
SHARE staff. The longtime SHARE 
client said she likes using her laptop at 
night after dinner—sometimes into the 
wee hours of the morning, she laughed. 
Claire explained that she uses a   
pencil to poke one letter at a time on  
the keyboard.
 Claire’s condition—arthrogrypo-
sis—means several of her joints have 
stiffness, making movement difficult. 
Using the Dragon software, she can 
speak into a microphone to give the 
laptop verbal commands. “I’m very 
fortunate that, if I have issues, someone 
from SHARE is there to help and guide 
me through it,” she noted.
 Claire said SHARE helped lessen 
the depression she felt when she was no 
longer able to work and stay physically 
active. For many years, she worked as a 
receptionist at Truesdale Clinic in Fall 
River until her condition compromised 
her mobility. Throughout the years, 
Claire has used her scooter to partici-
pate in the SHARE Fun Walk.
 Claire encourages people who  
can contribute to SHARE to lend  
their support so that the nonprofit  
can continue helping other clients.
 “I would recommend SHARE to 
any disabled person. It shows us we  
can still do things,” Claire said.  
“Without SHARE, I don’t know   
where I would be today. Even now,  
I can make a phone call and Beverly 
will come help me.”

SHARE is excited to welcome Jack 
Dresser in his new leadership role 
as executive director of the Foun-
dation. Jack joined SHARE in May 
and is following in the footsteps of  
SHARE cofounder and former   
executive director Phil Viall, who has 
transitioned to the role of Director  
of Technology for the organization.
 Jack is a nonprofit leader, strategist 
and relationship builder with 30 years 
of experience in healthcare and high-
er education fund development. He 
comes to the SHARE Foundation from 
Care New England in Providence, RI, 
where he served as Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Development Officer 
for the health system. He has also 
led fundraising efforts and volunteer 
programs at New Bedford, MA-based 
Southcoast Health System. While his 
first career out of college was in real  
estate development, Jack says he had 
the good fortune to be able to pivot 
into work with mission-based   
nonprofits when he took a job at  
his alma mater, Cornell University. 
 Jack is passionate about the 
SHARE Foundation’s mission to help 

people with disabilities. He says he is 
grateful to be with his new colleagues 
at SHARE and admires the skills, 
creativity and heart they bring to 
their work for the benefit of SHARE’s 
clients.  
 “I am also enjoying my work with 
our board of directors to sustain the 
legacy of SHARE’s founders Les Cory, 
Rick Walder and Phil Viall,” Jack said. 
“I look forward to connecting with 
our community of friends and sup-
porters to gain their help in advancing 
our mission for years to come.”

Dawn Dessert first became acquainted 
with SHARE in 1995 during her stud-
ies as an electrical engineering tech-
nology student at UMass Dartmouth. 
At that time, Dawn worked on two 
recycling grants for SHARE when the 
nonprofit served as the funding arm 
of the UMD Center for Rehabilitation 
Engineering on campus. After she 
graduated, Dawn worked as a secre-
tary at SHARE, acquiring equipment, 
reaching out to clients, and tackling 
a “hodgepodge” of responsibilities 
there, as she describes it.
 Now back at SHARE after work-
ing in engineering, teaching and 
banking, Dawn visits clients at home 

Meet Dawn Dessert, SHARE’s Newest Employee
to resolve any 
issues they 
may have with 
equipment 
and determine 
their assistive 
technology 
needs. She also 
provides client 
training on 

how to use equipment and documents 
the services each client receives. 
 “For a lot of individuals, there are 
things they can do with SHARE’s help 
to gain independence,” said Dawn. “I 
always want to be encouraging and 
brighten their days.”
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SHARE continues to rely on fund-
raisers to help support its day-to-day 
efforts to ensure greater independence 
and communication for our clients.  
We are truly grateful for two popular 
annual events that raised a total of 
$10,200 last fall to benefit SHARE.
 On September 17, 2023, vintage 
car enthusiasts participated in SHARE’s 
annual Antique and Classic Car Show 
& Flea Market held at the Freetown 
Historical Society in Assonet. With DJ 
Johnny Angel spinning favorite oldies 
and show awards presented in several 
categories, the fundraiser was again the 
fun and high-octane success that the 
Downshifters Club of New England, 
our event sponsor, and fellow classic 
car fans across the community look 
forward to every fall. Throughout the 
day, bargain hunters enjoyed explor-

ing the flea market, where vendors’ 
unique wares offered something for 
everyone.
 On September 23, 2023, about  
50 brave walkers and dedicated  
volunteers turned out in damp, 
sometimes rainy weather for SHARE’s 
annual Fun Walk at the Westport 
Point United Methodist Church. 
Gearing up in ponchos to battle the 
wind and spitting rain, the loyal group 
completed the walk route to the   
waterfront before enjoying lunch, 
prizes and raffles—traditions  
synonymous with this long-running 

2023 Fun Walk and Classic Car Show Aid SHARE’s Mission

 “When Mike Dukakis was run-
ning for president, there was a fund-
raising dinner scheduled for the same 
evening as the SHARE board meet-
ing,” said Viall. “Claire paid $1,000 
for the dinner—but instead of going 
to the dinner, she came to SHARE’s 
board meeting.”
 Viall also recalls Carney’s skill 
and savvy as a volunteer marshal 

event. SHARE would like to recognize 
and thank Fun Walk sponsors 
BayCoast Bank, Zeiterion Theatre, 
Colonial Beverage, Providence 
Performing Arts Center, and Town 
Donuts for their generous support.
 Year after year, these fundraisers 
generate critically needed income that 
enables SHARE to provide assistive 
technology and training so that 
children and adults with disabilities 
can lead more independent lives. 
Many thanks to our loyal supporters 
for your kindness and commitment—
we could not do it without you!

Remembering Claire Carney
Claire T. Carney, age 101, an 
esteemed member of SHARE’s 
Board of Directors for 33 years, 
passed away on March 24 at her 
home in Boca Raton, Florida.
 Carney was known for her  
dedication to education. She earned 
a degree at the age of 50 from 
Southeastern Massachusetts  
University (now UMass Dartmouth) 
and was appointed as the first 
woman trustee to the SMU Board 
of Trustees. She received the SMU 
Alumni Association Service Award 
in 1982, the university’s Centennial 
Award in 1997, and an honorary 
doctorate in 1990. In 2006, the 
UMass Dartmouth library was 
named the Claire T. Carney Library 
in her honor.
 SHARE cofounder Phil Viall 
remembers Carney as both an 
enthusiastic supporter of SHARE’s 
events and a loyal board member. 

tasked with recruiting walkers for 
SHARE’s largest annual walkathon 
fundraiser. “Each marshal had to 
recruit five division leaders. Each 
division leader was responsible 
for recruiting five captains, and 
each captain needed to recruit five 
walkers,” explains Viall. The marshal 
was also responsible for keeping 
the division leaders and captains on 
track with their recruiting. 
 “Claire executed her duties as 
a marshal flawlessly,” said Viall. “I 
think that was our most successful 
Fun Walk ever. She truly believed in 
the mission of SHARE.”
 Throughout her many years of 
service, Carney’s gifts of leadership 
and support have helped to carry 
SHARE’s mission steadily forward. 
She will long be remembered by the 
SHARE community for her wisdom, 
generosity and kindness. 

Like us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/people/

The-SHARE-Foundation/
100060850593949/



YOUR GIFT MATTERS. Our giving community powers SHARE’s mission and   
expands our reach — thank you to our many donors for partnering with us to bring 
help and hope to others through technology.

The following donations were 
received from August 17, 2023 to 
July 23, 2024.

BENEFACTORS
$1,000+
The Ayres Foundation
Gen. & Mrs. James D’Agostino 
Michael Duarte
Elaine Gizzi
Mr. & Mrs. Max Makowsky
Pawtuxet Valley Rotary Club
Rodgers Family Foundation
Dr. Daniel & Alyce Wechter

SPONSORS
$500–$999
BayCoast Bank
Sandie Campbell & Charles Tupper
Downshifters Car Club   
 of New England
Dr. James & Anne Marie Fasy
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Worsley

ASSOCIATES
$100–$499
Paul & Jeannine Audet
Rev. & Mrs. David Berube
Dr. Martin Bide
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bixby
Dr. Neil & Carol Bowen
Dr. John Buck
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Buckley
Allison Burger
Michael & Dorothy Burgess
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Caverly
Dr. John & Rosemary Conboy
David Creamer
John & Mary Beth Dowd
Jack & Joanna Dresser
Raymond & Susan Drouin
Celeste Dufresne
Linda Egan
Ryan Egan
Robert & Sally Evans, Sr.
Fall River Municipal Credit Union
Mr. & Mrs. John Fennelly
David & Sheryl Fredette
James Golen
James Griffith
Amy Halt
Katherine Harcourt
Susanne Hill
David Jabbour

Salma Jabbour
Robert Judd, Jr. 
Kathryn Kalan
Michael & Barbara Kaplan
Constance Karnasiewicz
Raymond Karnasiewicz, Jr.
Lapointe Insurance Co.
Fred Lebow
Susan Leclair
William & Carolyn Longworth
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Martins
Mary Jane McManus
Patrick & Margaret McNerney
Cecilia Medeiros
Richard & Katherine Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Nicolino Mucciardi
Nancy O’Connor
Maureen Osolnik
Drs. Richard & Carolyn Panofsky
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Partridge
Suzanne Pelletier
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Pimental
Richard Pline
Anita Poyant
John & Linda Remedis
Paul Remy
Nancy & Dennis Robillard
Jack & Sandi Rosen
Michael & Naomi Rosenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schuyler
Wayne & Priscilla Smith
Helene Sousa
Gregory & Brenda Stone
Louis & Lorraine Travers
James Uperti
Philip & Claudette Viall
Aaron Walton
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Whitehouse
Women’s Golf Association 
    Fall River Country Club
Dr. & Mrs. Max Zurflueh

DONORS
$1–$99
Mr. & Mrs. William Agnew, Jr.
Kate & Joe Alves
Col. John Baxter
Kathleen Benton
Teresa Berard
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bernier
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Bloom
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Boerth
Russell Bosbach
John Bowdren

Elizabeth Bowen
Elizabeth Bullock
Charlotte & H. Bennett   
 Burnham III
Dennis & Margaret Canulla
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Caron, Jr. 
Rev. & Mrs. Ira Chace
Brian & Rebecca Cordeiro
Edward Cote
Thomas & Elizabeth Daigle
Lucille Dalbec
Paulette Deakin
Paul DeMendonca
Kermeth Dessert
Robert Dowd
Lawrence Drayton
Judy Dugan
Dr. & Mrs. John Farrington
David Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Frizzell
Dorothy Fulgoni
Barbara Gaffron
Rhonda Gagnon
Jamie German
Katherine Gibson
Elaine Goldman
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Goodwin
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Grant
Mary & Christopher Gross
Craig Hammonds
Rosalie Jalbert
Gen. & Mrs. James Keighley
Alexander Kendzierski
Jerald Kreppel
Ronald LeBlanc
Michelle Letendre
Michelle Levesque
Rev. David Lima
Antone & Claudette Lindo
Verena Lisinski
Nathan & Barbara Liskov
Nina Mach
Carol Marchessault
Dr. Sidney Martin III
John & Lina Matos
Matos Landscape & Maintenance
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McNally
Patrick & Margaret McNerney
Mario & Maria Melo
John & Carol Mullaly
Pauline Nadeau
Reva Newfield
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nicolau
Christopher & Janice Nolan

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Ochsner
Stephen O’Grady
Gisele Pappas
Karen Payton
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Pietruska
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Pimental
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Potter
Thomas & Cynthia Proulx
Gayle Raposa
Lori Ann Rego
Dr. Mary Rice
Marilyn Richards
Tracy & Stuart Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Rocha, Jr. 
Robert Saltzman
Jesse & Luisa Silva
Scott Silva
William & Pamela Sloyer
Jo-Anne Souza
Arthur St. Pierre
Mr. & Mrs. James Tarbox
Nancy Tarquinio
Susan & Maurice Tavares
Vivian Tavares
Alfred & Martha Texceira
Linda Texceira
Brian Thiboutot
Charlotte Thomas
Nancy & James Tooley
Robert Trahan
Alison Wade
Cynthia Wallquist
Vic & Margie Zeller

IN HONOR OF
John R. Brazil
      Mrs. John Brazil
Kevin Buckley
      Maria Lopes
Dr. James Corven
Patricia Cory
Honorato D’Acosta
Alty Hickey
Prof. Paulette Howarth
Kelly Landry
Sheila Pereira
Jules Ryckebusch
Beverly Thorn
Alan Ventetuolo
Philip Viall
Dr. Nancy Lee Wood
Prof. Diana Yohe
     Dr. G.K. Maravelas
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Lester Cory
     Paul Remy
Mike Duarte
    Michael Duarte
Brenda Karnasiewicz-Freese
    Cheryl Marden
Lois “Sug” Grant
    Mrs. Alma Ivor-Campbell
Joyce Holen
   Anne Moniz
Kathy Hutchinson
    Susan & John Kenyon
Paul Remy & Camp Jabberwocky
   Allison Burger
   Mr. & Mrs. Roger Remy
   Sophia Remy
The Kehoes
   William Kehoe
Dr. Trina Kershaw
    Mr. & Mrs. Benn Kershaw
Robert Maloney’s Birthday
    Jane Meunier-Powell
Robert Maloney
    Salvatore Rizzo
My Family
    Mrs. Frank Silvia
My Mom & Sisters
   Margie Walder
Lori Ann Rego
    Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Rego
Paul Remy
   Dr. Steven Gardner
Josh Rumbut
    Noah Rumbut
Sarah Silvia’s 91st Birthday
    Mrs. Edwin Limoges
Linda Texceira
    Joan & Kevin Rocha
    Doris Shaw
    Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Worsley
Philip Viall
   Judith Rizzi
Gregory Walsh
   Carol Marie Leahy
   Thomas & Janice Walsh

IN MEMORY OF
Deborah Amaral
     Ruth Robert
Donald J. Amaral
     Linda Amaral
Kitty Baxter
     Col. John Baxter
Lee Berard
     Teresa Berard
Henry, Lavina & Robert Bird
     Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bernier
John R. Brazil
     Janice Brazil
Brenda, Ricky & Les
     Susan & Steven Brosnihan
Kevin Buckley
     Gerry & Candice Buckley
     Kerry Kaufmann

Richard & Barbara Bushnell
     Mr. & Mrs. J. Stephen Bentz
David Carreiro
      Eileen Carreiro Lewandowski
Helen & Daniel Cavalho
     John & Kathryn Hasenjaeger
Julie C. Cohen
     Margie Walder
Lester Cory
      Alma Ivor-Campbell
      Robert Dufresne
      James Griffith
      Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Law
      Susan Leclair
      Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mofford
      Gisele Pappas
Lester Cory
Roberta Hobart
Susan Hoy
Marianne Maravelas
Margaret Ryckebusch
Rhoda Sheehan
Elaine Vieira
     Dr. G.K. Maravelas
Francis Joseph Costa
      Donna Goguen
Mr. & Mrs. Horacio Costa & Son
     Dr. Antonio Costa
Dean Costianes
     Marty Costianes
Carol Cote
      Edward Cote
Tom Denney
      Edith Denney
Matthew DeSimas
      Lisa & Scott Santos
Frances Esposito
     William Hogan
      Donna Massano
Father Fred
     Century House, Inc. 
Brenda Karnasiewicz-Freese
     Gerard Desrosiers
     John & Kathryn Hasenjaeger
Jesse B. Frizzell
      Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Frizzell
Elizabeth Gastevich
      Kathleen Kolar
William R. Golenski
      Elaine Gizzi
Prof. Lenine Gonsalves
      Dr. & Mrs. Chi Hau Chen
Matthew Grant
     Charles Noice
Prof. John Gray
     Dr. & Mrs. Chi Hau Chen
May Greenfield
     Mr. & Mrs. Mark Whittaker
Dr. John Hansberry
     Mr. & Mrs. Donald Plant
Peggy Harrington
      Dr. & Mrs. Richard Ibara
Joyce A. Holen
      June Babel
      Dana & Janet Heberlein

William & Jeanne Holen
      Joyce Holen
Charles & Jeannette Holland
     John & Cindy Rumbut
Ellen Leahy
     Jerry & Loretta Comeau
     Devon Gensler
     Catherine Hult
     Kali Paine
     Karen Powell
     Donna Toma
     George Toma
Marc L. Letendre
     Michelle Letendre
Edwin Limoges
     Mrs. Edwin Limoges
     Mrs. Frank Silvia
Leo Lisinski
     Verena Lisinski
Gert Makowsky
      Mr. & Mrs. Max Makowsky
Rose Malenfant
     Wendy Malenfant
The Past McCombe Family Members
      Mr. & Mrs. David McCombe
James G. Murphy
      Mary Murphy
Michael Murphy
      Mr. & Mrs. Charles Murphy
Kit Nasuti
     Ariella Nasuti
Donna Norton
     Lyle Norton & Martha   
 Mecartney
Benny Pajutan
     Margie Walder
Jeffrey V. Pavao
      Mr. & Mrs. John Pavao
Silvana Pavao
     Nancy Baker
Fred Pell
     Elizabeth Pell
Thomas Plichta
      Karen Plichta
Rita Raymond
      David & Janet Buehler
Annette Rego
     Mr. & Mrs. John Pavao
Steve Rocha
     Joan & Kevin Rocha
Constance Santos
     Ruth Robert
Rae Sherblom
      Anonymous
Mary Silvia
      Lauren Silvia
Jamie Shepley
     Jennifer Shepley
Sarah Therese Silvia
     Elisa & Louie Brilhante
     Ron & Debbie Graves
     Eduardo & Kathleen Saraiva
     Stephen & Lucille Silva
     Doris Thornton

Clifton Snuffer
     John & Kathryn Hasenjaeger
Victor C. Stabile
     Raymond & Victoria Jagelski
     Dr. & Mrs. Paul Stabile
Barney Swinford
     Edward & Joan Beatty
Linda Quinn Thermuda
     Mary Ann Quinn
Russell L. Tupper
     Jean Tupper
Lawrence Walder
     Roberta Cudlitz
     John & Cindy Rumbut
     Noah Rumbut
     Margie Walder
     Nonie Walder
     Michael & Joyce Wallstein
     Elizabeth Winiarz
Rick Walder
     Roberta Cudlitz
     John & Cindy Rumbut
     Noah Rumbut
     Diane Walder
     Margie Walder
     Nonie Walder
Melannie Rose Walker
     Richard Almeida
Freida & Bob Wallstein
    John & Cindy Rumbut
Dr. Richard Warren
     Linda Warren
Charles & Carol Webb
     Noah Rumbut
Ann Welch
     Paul Nolin
Sigmund Windsberg
     Nonie Walder
Donald Wood
      Doris Thornton
Raymond Woishek II
     Donna Woishek
Dr. Carl C. N. & Mrs. Shenshen Wu
     Dr. & Mrs. Chi Hau Chen

CORPORATE SPONSORS
BayCoast Bank
Colonial Beverage
Providence Performing Arts Center
Town Donut Shop
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center

EQUIPMENT DONORS
Virginia Casey
Inter-Church Council of   
 Greater New Bedford
Liz Isherwood
Moore & Isherwood, Inc. 
Taiji Saotome
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center
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From start to finish, the 41st Annual 
Ben Boyle & Ron Kostyla Golf   
Classic was a high-impact fundraising 
event for SHARE again this spring.  
Held on June 2, 2024, at the Richmond 
Country Club in Hope Valley, RI, the 
benefit raised $12,000 to support  
adaptive technologies and training  
for SHARE clients across our   
communities. 
 We wish to express our deepest 
thanks to Don Osley, who took over  
for longtime event organizer Bob  
Bjorklund, the Pawtuxet Valley Rotary 
Club, and the many club members,  
golfers and volunteers who helped to 
make this event such a success. Over  
the event’s 41-year history, SHARE is 
honored to report that the tournament 
has raised more than $295,000 to  
support our mission and services.

41st Annual Ben Boyle & Ron Kostyla Golf Tournament 
Adds $12,000 to Its SHARE Fundraising Legacy

Next year’s benefit tournament is slated for June 2025—watch 
SHARE’s website and our upcoming newsletter for all the details.

Sunday, September 15, 2024
8 am to 2 pm

Freetown Historical Society
1 Slab Bridge Road, Assonet, MA

Classic Cars & Trucks  — $15
Drive-ins are welcome! 

Flea Market Vendors Wanted!
10' x 10' Space — $15
For more information, 
contact John Remedis 

at 774-353-6625 or 
downshifters@comcast.net   

JOIN
US!

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N
Donations Welcome 

DJ 
Johnny 

Angel Grab a Bite at our Food
Truck


